
 

First-of-its-Kind Report Ranks States on Progress of Grid Modernization 
Efforts 

Media Contact 

Lee Coogan 
GridWise Alliance 
202.530.9740 
lcoogan@gridwise.org 

 
 

  

GridWise Alliance and Smart Grid Policy Center 
Release Grid Modernization Index  
 
Washington D.C. – July 22, 2013 – The GridWise® Alliance and the 
Smart Grid Policy Center, yesterday announced the release of the first Grid 
Modernization Index (GMI). The GMI evaluates and ranks states based on 
their progress in modernizing their electric systems with smart grid 
technologies. The announcement was made at the National Association of 
Regulatory Utility Commissioners (NARUC) Summer Meeting in Denver, 
Colorado. 
 
The GMI applies a clearly defined set of criteria to evaluate the progress of 
state grid modernization efforts in three key areas: policy, customer 
engagement and grid operations. The report highlights the 15 states that 
scored the highest. California and Texas tied for the highest overall score, 
followed by Maryland, Delaware and Pennsylvania. Arizona, the District of 
Columbia, Ohio, Nevada, Illinois, Florida, Virginia, Oklahoma, Vermont and 
Maine complete the top fifteen.  
 
“The U.S. economy is dependent on a secure, reliable and resilient electric 
grid. Modernizing America’s electric grid is vital to ensuring that our electric 
system will be able to meet the demands of our digital society,” said Becky 
Harrison, CEO of the GridWise Alliance. “If the U.S. is to achieve a 
modernized grid, the states will play a major role regarding how, and at 
what pace, this transition will occur. This makes the information and 
analysis contained in the GMI of particular interest.”  
 
“The GMI provides an important evaluation of the progress the states and 
the District of Columbia are making in their grid modernization efforts”, said 
Kelly Speakes-Backman, Commissioner, Maryland Public Service 
Commission (PSC), and member of the GMI Advisory Committee. “It also 
provides some interesting insights into the relationships and connections 
among state policies and regulations, customer engagement, and utility 
investments in the modernization of the grid, given the variations in state 
authorities, market structures, and business models.” 
 
“California strongly supports cost-effective grid modernization investments 
and expanded customer engagement. I am delighted that the Report 
recognizes our efforts,” said California Public Utilities Commission (PUC) 
President Michael R. Peevey. “The information in the Index and Report will 
be very helpful as states and their commissions consider future smart grid 
investments." 
 
The Grid Modernization Index report is available on the GridWise Alliance 
website at http://www.gridwise.org.  

About The GridWise Alliance:  
The GridWise Alliance (GWA) represents the broad and diverse 
stakeholders that design, build and operate the electric grid, and consists 
of: electric utilities; information and communications technologies (ICT); 
and other service and equipment providers; Independent System Operators 
(ISOs) & Regional Transmission Organizations (RTOs); colleges and 
universities; and, energy consulting firms.  Since 2003, the GridWise 
Alliance has been at the forefront of educating legislators and regulators on 
the critical need to modernize our nation’s electricity system.  For more 
information about the GridWise Alliance, visit: http://www.gridwise.org. 
 
About Smart Grid Policy Center: 
The Smart Grid Policy Center (SGPC) is a not-for-profit foundation of public 
and private smart grid stakeholders who are aligned around a shared vision 
to transform and modernize the U.S. electric system. 
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